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MEETING PURPOSE

Vision

Goal

Objective

Policy

Action

• Focus discussion on key recommendations 
at the policy and action levels to aid in plan 
documentation and refinement

• Establish consensus around plan priorities



AGENDA

Draft Plan Recommendations & Group Discussion (10 mins. per topic)
Land Use & Development

Housing

Mobility

Economy

Sustainability

Community Well-being

Culture & Recreation

Utilities

Next Steps

1

2



1 Draft Plan Recommendations
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OVERALL TAKEAWAYS
Steering Committee Worksheets

• Level of specificity within recommendations

• Role of City of Oxford vs. other community 
partners in the implementation of 
recommendations

• Importance of documenting and celebrating 
existing initiatives and successes

• Importance of metrics to track plan’s success
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PLAN FRAMEWORK

Control

Plan Coverage

Highlight

Influence Action

• Recommendations take the 
form of projects, policies, and 
programs

• Partners have varying levels of 
control over implementation 
and outcomes 

• Actions vary in scale, 
complexity, impact, and cost

• Having a variety of actions 
results in a plan that is both 
realizable and visionary
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

MOBILITY 
Goal: Safe and Efficient Travel for All Modes of Transportation

M1 Promote alternative modes of transportation City Role Potential Partners

M1-A1 Expand bus and/or shuttle transportation options to more areas of the city Control BCRTA

M1-A2 Enable passenger rail service to/from Oxford. Influence AMTRAK, CSX

M1-A3 Investigate possible commuter transit connections to/from other regional 
hubs.

Influence BCRTA, Metro, OKI

M1-A4 Adopt regulations for micromobility options to ensure access and safety for 
users and non-users.

Control Bird, Lime

M1-P1 Ensure new private developments embrace Complete Streets principles and 
practices.

Control Developers

M1-P2 Implement Complete Streets principles and practices in public infrastructure 
projects

Control ODOT, BCTRA, 
Metro, OKI
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REVISED VISION FOR OXFORD TOMORROW

Oxford, Ohio will be a vibrant and charming 
community that is welcoming to all. Oxford 

will value and exemplify equity and inclusion, 
environmental sustainability, fiscal responsibility, 

local housing and job opportunities, community well-
being, lifelong learning, and a symbiotic relationship 
with Miami University. Oxford will be a year-round 
destination with a high quality of life for families, 

students, retirees, and everyone in-between.  
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Smart Growth and 
Quality Places

A Connected, Livable, 
and Equitable 

Community for All

Housing 
Opportunities for 

Everyone

Environmental 
Stewardship

A Thriving and 
Resilient Year-Round 

Economy

Accessible, 
High-Quality 

Infrastructure

Safe and Efficient 
Travel for All Modes 

of Transportation

Celebration of the 
People and Place that 
Make Oxford Unique

OXFORD TOMORROW
Revised Goals
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PLAN FRAMEWORK

Vision

Goal

Objective

Policy

Action

A broad, desired outcome for the community expressed 
in simple terms for each of the plan’s topic areas.

Helps to further refine a corresponding objective 
by taking a more specific stance.

A concrete strategy to achieve a corresponding 
objective. Actions are specific, usually taking 
the form of a project or program. 

A particular step that can be taken to help realize a goal. 
Objectives help to define what a particular goal means, 
providing a more refined sense of direction.

An aspiration statement that broadly defines 
a community’s values and ideal future.



11

LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT
Goal: Smart Growth & Quality Places
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OXFORD’S GROWTHOXFORD’S GROWTH
Physical and Population GrowthPhysical and Population Growth

Present City Boundary
Original Mile Square
1940 - 1949
1950 - 1959
1960 - 1969
1970 - 1979
1980 - 1989
1990 - 1999
2000 - 2009
2010 - Present

Oxford Population
Miami Student Enrollment
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Keep and encourage green 
space encourage more 
trees, and more greenery

“ “

Prioritize mixed use 
in the Mile Square

“ “
Centralize housing 
density Uptown 

“ “ Involve Miami 
leadership in all 

discussion and decision 
making regarding 

growth/land use etc.

“

“

According to the land use map, residential 
housing has changed very little since 2000. 
More residential housing is needed. 

“

“
Encourage [infill 
development] 
and discourage in 
undeveloped areas [to] 
block suburban sprawl

“

“

• People want to see Oxford be a more 
complete community

• More residential areas are needed to 
enable more families, empty nesters, and 
University staff and faculty to reside in Oxford

• People want to preserve Oxford’s green 
space, waterways, woodlands, and natural 
assets

• People recognize the need to work closely 
with Miami University in land use decisions

• People want to see improvements to the 
Mile Square environment (mixed use, 
property maintenance, increased housing 
density, etc.)
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L1

L2

L3

L4

Ensure future development and redevelopment 
contributes to an aesthetic, character and quality 
that is uniquely Oxford

Preserve and enhance the character of the built and 
natural environment

Promote commercial development and 
redevelopment in targeted areas

Coordinate with regional jurisdictions and partners 
to plan for future growth and development

SMART GROWTH & QUALITY PLACES
Objectives
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YOUR FEEDBACK
Housing

• Inter-jurisdictional cooperation is a priority to manage future growth and development (L4)

• Alternative development patterns to typical suburban sprawl are favored

 » Infill development (L3-P1)

 » Adaptive reuse and redevelopment (L3-P2)

 » Transit-oriented development (L3-P3)

 » Traditional neighborhood design (L1-P1)

 » Mixed-use and neighborhood-oriented commercial development (L1-A2)

• Some questions exist around applications of land use mechanisms and regulations

 » Zoning code (L1-A1)

 » Pink Zones (L3-A1)

• Other priorities or feedback? 
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ZONING CODE MODERNIZATION
Land Use & Development

• Zoning is a legal mechanism used by municipalities to 
regulate land and property use.

• Conventional zoning (also referred to as Euclidean zoning 
or use-based zoning) focuses predominantly on how the 
property is used. Often, this style of zoning results in the 
segregation of land uses, while neglecting the quality of the 
built environment.

• Form-based zoning, on the other hand, focuses on physical 
form as the organizing princple, with land use often 
following form.

Conventional Zoning
Prioritizes density, use, FAR (floor area ratio), 
setbacks, parking requirements, maximum 
building heights

Form-Based Zoning
Prioritizes street and building types (or mix 
of types), build-to lines, number of floors, and 
percentage of built site frontage
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PINK ZONES
Land Use & Development

• A Pink Zone is defined as “an area where the red tape is lightened, where barriers are lowered, 
where it’s easier, faster, and cheaper to create small businesses and develop small properties”

• Can be a tool to encourage targeted economic development in areas that aren’t attracting 
significant private investment

• Can be used as an intermediary step while tackling a complete zoning code rewrite

• Example strategies employed in a Pink Zone:

 » Allow by-right residential uses, lofts, and multi-family above first floor commercial

 » Allow by-right light industrial uses and maker spaces

 » Reduce or remove setbacks

 » Reduce or remove off-street parking minimums

 » Reducing development fees

Source: Falk et al. (2021). Pink Zone Manual. The Project for Lean Urbanism. https://leanurbanism.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Pink_Zone_Manual.pdf
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HOUSING
Goal: Housing Opportunities for Everyone
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HOUSING UNIT GAP ESTIMATES

INCOME SEGMENT
RENTAL HOUSING OWNER HOUSING

Rent Range Units Needed Priority Price Range Units Needed Priority

50% AMI* or less
($43,000 or less) $0-999 323 Critical $0-160,000 92 Moderate

51% - 80% AMI*
($43,001 - $69,000) $1,000-1,700 69 Moderate $160,001-260,000 91 Moderate

81% AMI* and above
($69,001 and above) $1,701 and up 135 High $260,001 and up 221 High

Source: Oxford, Ohio 2020 Housing Needs Assessment    |   *AMI is an acronym for Area Median Income

HOUSING COST BY TYPE, OCCUPANCY AND NUMBER OF BEDROOMS

NUMBER OF 
BEDROOMS

APARTMENTS NON-CONVENTIONAL RENTALS* FOR-SALE HOUSING

Student 
Median Rent

Non-Student 
Median Rent

Student 
Average Rent

Non-Student 
Average Rent Median List Price

One-Bedroom $999/mo. $550/mo. N/A $750/mo. N/A

Two-Bedroom $1,398/mo. $700/mo. $2,350/mo. $867/mo. $114,200

Three-Bedroom $1,572/mo. $950/mo. $3,240/mo. $954/mo. $224,900

Four-Bedroom $2,036/mo. $1,038/mo. $3,515/mo. $1,611/mo. $277,500

Source: Oxford, Ohio 2020 Housing Needs Assessment    |   *Non-Conventional Rentals include single-family homes, duplexes, units over storefronts, mobile homes, etc.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Housing

A critical need exists for 
affordable rental housing 
for those households making 
50% of the area median income 
(AMI) or less.

There is a high need for 
rental and owner-occupied 
housing for households 
making more than 80% AMI. 
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Housing options for 
different income 
groups should be varied

“ “

Encourage non- 
student housing 
in Mile Square

“ “
Homeless and 
transient people 
need some options

“ “ Reclaim some of 
the Mile Square for 

family/ senior housing

“ “

According to the land use map, residential 
housing has changed very little since 2000. 
More residential housing is needed. 

“
“

• People want to reclaim some of the 
Mile Square for full-time residents 
(families, empty nesters, young 
professionals, University faculty and 
staff)

• There is a need for housing options for 
disenfranchised groups: unhoused, 
housing insecure, transient, and others

• There should be a continued focus on 
making sure there are housing options 
that are affordable for all community 
members

• Continue to focus on providing age 
friendly housing types 
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H1

H2

H3

H4

Expand housing options for all life stages

Ensure housing attainability for all income levels

Protect existing naturally occurring affordable housing 
(NOAH)

Maintain an adequate capacity of student housing

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR EVERYONE
Objectives
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YOUR FEEDBACK
Housing

• Some questions exist around naturally occurring affordable housing 
(NOAH) (H3)

• Allowances for increase in density, allowable housing types, 
and accessory dwelling units (ADUs) were generally favored and 
prioritized (H2-A2, H2-A3, H2-A4)

• Some questions arose about source of income discrimination (H2-A5)

• Other priorities or feedback? 
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NATURALLY OCCURRING AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Housing

• Naturally occurring affordable housing (NOAH) refers to “existing 
multifamily rental properties that are affordable without public 
subsidy to low-income households” 

• Comprises the largest supply of affordable units (estimated at 
75% of all affordable housing units in the U.S.), but it not well 
understood or tracked 

• The cost of preserving an existing NOAH unit is much lower 
than the cost of building new affordable housing supply

• A number of factors contribute to the instability of NOAH

 » Older housing stock, subject to redevelopment

 » Frequent ownership turnover

 » Lack of investment in maintenance and property management

Source: Kling et al. (2021, February 23). Preserving the largest and most at-risk supply of affordable housing. 
McKinsey & Company. https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/
preserving-the-largest-and-most-at-risk-supply-of-affordable-housing
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SOURCE OF INCOME DISCRIMINATION
Housing

• Source of income (SOI) discrimination refers to the “practice of 
refusing to rent to a housing applicant because of that person’s 
lawful form of income” (Fasanelli et al, 2019)

• SOI discrimination by private landlords is not currently 
prohibited under the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 or under 
Ohio fair housing laws

• This type of housing discrimination disproportionately affects 
renters of color, women, and persons with disabilities

• SOI laws are foundational to the success of the Housing Choice 
Voucher (HCV) program (formerly known as Section 8)

Source: 

Fasanelli et al. (2019, November 30). Your Money’s No Good Here: Combatting Source of Income Discrimination in 
Housing. American Bar Association. https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_
magazine_home/economic-justice/your-money-s-no-good-here--combatting-source-of-income-discrimin/

Blackwell, Lisa. (2022, April 5). Source of Income Laws by State, County, and City. National Multifamily Housing 
Council. https://www.nmhc.org/research-insight/analysis-and-guidance/source-of-income-laws-by-state-
county-and-city/
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MOBILITY
Goal: Safe and Efficient Travel for All Modes of Transportation
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Trails are super, but are 
recreational. Need to be purposeful 
so we can leave cars at home

“ “

Enhance non-auto based 
transportation network

“ “

More bike/pedestrian 
friendly improvements

“ “ Lack of road 
connections 

north/south on 
west side of town

“

“
Bike lanes that are 
protected, connected 
and actually go places 
that people want to go

“

“
• People want to prioritize non-

vehicular modes of transportation 
(bus, walking, cycling)

• People want strong roadway 
and other mobility connections 
throughout the whole community

• There is a need to address the 
transportation barriers created by 
the railroad

• People want to focus on 
transportation safety improvements, 
especially for bicyclists and pedestrians
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M1

M2

M3

M4

Promote alternate modes of transportation

Facilitate the safe and efficient flow of traffic in 
and out of the city

Foster an environment and a culture of active 
transportation

Ensure parking facilities in the Mile Square are 
adequate and effective in meeting demand

SAFE AND EFFICIENT TRAVEL FOR ALL 
MODES OF TRANSPORTATION
Objectives
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YOUR FEEDBACK
Mobility

• A continued focus on all modes of transportation is a priority

 » Complete Streets (M1-P1, M1-P2)

 » Passenger rail, transit (M1-A1, M1-A2, M1-A3)

 » OATS (M3-A1, M3-A3)

• Creating long-term parking solutions is another priority (M3)

• Questions around the “green alley” recommendation (M3-A4)

• Questions around reducing off-street parking minimums (M3-A5)

• Other priorities or feedback?
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GREEN ALLEYS
Mobility

• Green alleys “expand upon single-purpose infrastructure of alleys 
and convert underutilized alleyways into community assets 
and resources for environmental, economic, and social benefits”

• Potential green alley features

 » Permeable pavements that allow stormwater infiltration

 » Native plantings in moveable planters

 » Public art installations

 » Wayfinding signage to Uptown businesses

 » Lighting improvements

 » Consolidated waste receptacles

 » Limited vehicular access for loading and deliveries

Source: 

UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation. (2015). The Avalon Green Alley Demonstration Project. The Trust for 
Public Land 
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ECONOMY
Goal: A Thriving and Resilient Year-Round Economy
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• A large portion of the city’s jobs 
are concentrated in educational 
services due to the presence of Miami 
University. Miami is Oxford’s 
largest employer with a total of 
3,215 employees in 2019.

• A significant portion of jobs are also 
in health care work associated 
with McCullough-Hyde Memorial 
Hospital and other providers.

• There is also a significant tertiary 
sector with jobs in food, 
accommodations, and retail, made 
available to serve university students, 
employees, residents, and visitors. 

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400

Utilities

Wholesale Trade

Transportation & Warehousing

Manufacturing

Construction

Professional, Scientific & Technical Services

Information

Arts, Entertainment & Recreation

Finance & Insurance

Administrative, Support, Waste Management
& Remediation Services

Real Estate & Rental & Leasing

Other Services (Except Public
Administration)

Public Administration

Retail Trade

Educational Services

Health Care & Social Assistance

Accommodation & Food Services

EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR & UNIVERSITY ORIENTATION

Prof., Scientific, & Technical Services

 19.9%

 18.0%

 11.4%

 9.9%

 8.2%

 7.2%

 5.3%

 3.8%

 3.7%

 3.3%

 3.3%

 2.2%

 1.5%

 1.1%

 0.9%

 0.3%

 0.1%

Admin. and Support (...) Services

Other Services (Except Public Admin.)

Source: Oxford, Ohio 2020 Housing Needs Assessment

Number of Employees

Miami University 
Employment

All Other 
Employment

49% 51%

8,453
Total Employees in Oxford

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Economy
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

People are leaving due 
to lack of jobs to support 
families and homes here

“ “

Need attractive jobs 
for 25-45 year olds

“ “

Need more people paying 
income tax in the city

“ “

Have more 
festivals that are 

unique to draw 
people to Oxford

“

“

More technical 
career opportunities, 
not simply minimum 
wage opportunities

“

“

• Many people currently have to leave 
Oxford to meet their daily needs, 
spending their dollars in nearby 
communities

• People see an opportunity to attract 
remote workers to live in Oxford due 
to its high quality of life

• People want a wider range of local 
businesses in Oxford

• There is a need for more full-time 
employment opportunities in Oxford 
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E1

E2

E4

E5

E3

Attract new businesses to diversify the local economy

Encourage entrepreneurship, innovation, and start-up 
businesses

Support existing local businesses

Attract visitors to Oxford year-round

Sustain the fiscal health of the city

A THRIVING AND RESILIENT YEAR-
ROUND ECONOMY
Objectives



34

YOUR FEEDBACK
Economy

• Development of an economic development strategy and 
accompanying mechanisms arose as a priority (E1-A2, E1-A3, E1-A1)

• Questions arose about Business Improvement District (BID) (E3-A1)

• Questions arose about creative placemaking (E4-P1)

• Other priorities or feedback?
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BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID)
Economy

• Business Improvement Districts (BIDs), sometimes known 
as Special Improvement Districts (SIDs) is an economic 
development tool in which “property owners elect to pay an 
additional assessment in order to fund public improvements 
and services that benefit the district”

• Functions of a BID
 » Establish services that benefit the public good

 » Operate clean and safe programs

 » Promote the district’s unique brand (i.e. Uptown Oxford)

 » Provide safety services

Source: 

Cuyahoga County Planning Commission. (nd). Special Improvement Districts FAQ. Cuyahoga County 
Planning Commission. https://www.countyplanning.us/resources/guidebooks/special-improvement-
districts-guidebook/special-improvement-districts-faq/ 
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CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
Economy

• Creative placemaking involves “partners from public, private, non-
profit, and community sectors” who “strategically shape the...
character of a neighborhood, town, city, or region around arts and 
cultural activities.” 

• Creative placemaking fosters economic development by:

 » Recirculating residents’ incomes locally at a higher rate

 » Re-using vacant and underutilized land, buildings, and infrastructure

 » Creating jobs in construction, local businesses, and cultural activity

 » Expanding entrepreneurial ranks of artists and designers

 » Training the next generation of cultural workers

 » Attracting and retaining non-arts-related businesses and skills

Source: 

Gadwa et al. (2010). Creative Placemaking. National Endowment for the Arts. https://www.arts.gov/sites/
default/files/CreativePlacemaking-Paper.pdf
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UTILITIES
Goal: Accessible, High-Quality Infrastructure
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Upgrade stormwater 
infrastructure to accommodate 
higher rainfall events predicted 
with climate change 

“
“

Make sure all land in 
city limits can connect 
to public utilities

“ “

General solar electricity in Oxford 
to minimize our consumption of 
electricity from the grid

“ “

Affordable/equitable 
access to high-speed 

wifi for all residents and 
to attract new businesses 

& digital nomads.

“

“• People want to encourage green 
infrastructure and low impact 
development practices to manage 
stormwater runoff

• People want to see improved 
Internet service and more service 
providers 

• People want to continue to push for 
green and alternative sources of 
energy and the infrastructure to 
allow for that
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U1

U2

Maintain and improve high quality public services

Manage stormwater runoff effectively

ACCESSIBLE, HIGH-QUALITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Objectives
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YOUR FEEDBACK
Utilities

• There was consensus on expansion of Internet access (U1-A1)

• There was consensus on the need to integrate utility and land use 
decisions (U1-P2)

• Questions arose about stormwater enterprise fund, lead pipe 
replacement, and urban service boundary (U2-A1, U1-P3, U1-A5)

• Other priorities?
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STORMWATER UTILITY ENTERPRISE FUND
Utilities

• A stormwater utility enterprise fund is a “fee that is exclusively 
dedicated to recover the cost from each property to safely 
collect, convey, detain, treat, and dispose of stormwater 
coming off their land.”

• Reasons to establish a stormwater enterprise fund

 » Creates a dedicated and sustainable funding mechanism to meet federal, 
state, and local regulatory requirements to improve water quality

 » Lessen the risks and frequency of flooding on private property

 » To advance community resiliency for a future with more significant rainfall 
events 
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Utilities

• Green infrastructure is defined as “the range of measures...to store, 
infiltrate, or evapotranspirate stormwater and reduce flows to 
sewer systems or to surface waters.”

• Benefits of green infrastructure:
 » Cleaner air and water

 » Flood protection

 » Green space and habitat provision

 » Lower infrastructure costs

• Examples of green infrastructure:
 » Rain gardens

 » Bioswales

 » Permeable pavement

 » Green roofs

 » Urban tree canopy

 » Green streets and alleys

Source: 
US Environmental Protection Agency. (2022, March 31). What is Green Infrastructure?. US Environmental 
Protection Agency. https://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/what-green-infrastructure
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URBAN SERVICE BOUNDARY
Utilities

• The urban service 
boundary is a planning 
tool that defines the area 
in which city services will 
be provided in an attempt 
to discourage sprawl.

• Based on growth, 
community wants, and 
annexations, it is good to 
revisit the boundary.

• Do we want to grow up 
or grow out?

U732

U73
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SUSTAINABILITY
Goal: Environmental Stewardship
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Better stormwater 
management in 
residential areas 

“ “ Invest in more 
street trees 

“ “

Curbside compost 
pick up for all

“ “

Incentives for 
increasing 
energy efficiency 
in housing 

“

“

Would like to see 
more recycling 
bins in businesses & 
apartment complexes 

“

“

Incentivize and 
normalize natural 

pollinators - 
plants instead of 

manicured lawns

“

“
• People see an opportunity for Oxford 

to be a leader in community 
sustainability within the region

• People want responsible and 
sustainable ways to reduce waste 
individually and collectively

• People want incentives for energy 
efficiency and alternative energy 
improvements

• There is a desire for education and 
resources on important sustainability 
topics
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S1

S2

S3

S4

S5

Adopt climate adaptation and mitigation measures

Reduce waste generation

Encourage the use of alternative energy sources

Protect biodiversity, water quality, and air quality

Expand educational opportunities

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
Objectives
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YOUR FEEDBACK
Sustainability

• There is strong consensus on sustainability priorities 

 » Climate action planning and coordination (S1-A1, S1-A2, S1-A4)

 » Green building practices (S1-A3, S1-P1)

 » Community waste reduction strategies (S2)

 » Alternative energy strategies (S3)

 » Tree canopy (S4-P5)
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ESID + PACE PROGRAMS
Sustainability

• Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program

 » A funding mechanism for property owners to finance energy efficiency 
and alternative energy improvements over 20 - 30 years through a 
special assessment added to the property’s tax bill. 

 » Energy efficiency and alternative energy improvements can include:

• Upgrades to HVAC, lighting, roofs, windows, and insulation

• Installation of solar photovoltaic, geothermal, wind, or biomass 
alternative energy systems

• Water efficiency improvements

 » PACE assessments require the creation of a special district called an ESID

• Energy Special Improvement District (ESID)

 » Require legislative approval by local governments

 » District territory can be noncontiguous
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COMMUNITY WELL-BEING
Goal: A Connected, Livable, and Equitable Community for All
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Tap into faith communities 
in approaching community 
issues

“ “
We need more 
access to the 
community 
resource center

“
“

More cultural 
understanding 
through celebrations of 
all + individual cultures

“

“

Increase 
amount of early 
childhood 
programs

“

“
Provide mental 
health services for 
our under-served, low-
income population

“

“
• There is a strong need for expanded 

mental health and social services in 
the community

• People want to celebrate the diverse 
cultures that are represented in the 
Oxford community

• People expressed a need for expanded 
education programs for pre-K and 
lifelong learning 
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C1

C2

C3

C4

Provide year-round community programming

Expand and improve access to social services

Support high-quality health services for the region

Provide high-quality, coordinated public safety services

A CONNECTED, LIVABLE, AND 
EQUITABLE COMMUNITY
Objectives
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YOUR FEEDBACK
Community Well-being

• We need to focus on strong communication on the 
resources and programs that already exist 

• There is consensus around the idea of expanding the 
capacity of the Oxford Family Resource Center, which 
was a recommendation directly from the Needs Awareness 
Focus Group (C2-A1)

• Other priorities or feedback?



53

CULTURE & RECREATION
Goal: Celebration of the People and Place that Make Oxford Unique



Source: The Trust for Public Land Parkscore Index (2021)54

55%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

26%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

75%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

33%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

79%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

77%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

93%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

69%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

83%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

89%
of Residents are within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park

OXFORD, OH

NATIONAL AVERAGE ATHENS, OH

BINGHAMTON, NY

CLEMSON, SC BLOOMINGTON, INAUBURN, AL

EUGENE, OR BOULDER, COEAST LANSING, MI

The Trust for Public Land’s Parkscore Index® looks at the percentage of residents that live 
within a 10-minute walk of a park. The results below show Oxford and its peer cities: 

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Culture & Recreation
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EXISTING CONDITIONSEXISTING CONDITIONS
Culture & RecreationCulture & Recreation

City Boundary

Public Parks & Green Space
10-minute Walkshed Area

70%
of Residents are Within a 
10-Minute Walk of a Park 
According to Our Analysis 
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WHAT WE HEARD
Public Input Meeting #2 Feedback

Connect bike trail to 
Hueston Woods! Make Oxford 
a destination town for cycling

“ “
Sculptures on 
trails by MU 
art students

“ “

A recreation center to 
provide a wide variety 
of programming for 
all ages

“

“

More Uptown 
multi-cultural 
activities

“ “

Encourage Miami to incentivize 
attendance at university events by 
offering Oxford residents low-cost 
or free tickets to events, special rates, 
easy parking. This will encourage 
town gown interaction.

“

“
• People want more opportunities for 

community involvement, recreation 
programming, and other activities

• People want programming and 
recreation options for a variety of 
ages, abilities, and interests

• People want a facility for indoor 
recreation and programming

• People want better connections to 
existing recreation amenities
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R1

R2

R3

Maintain and improve existing parks, recreation, and 
cultural facilities and programs

Improve access to parks, recreation, and cultural 
facilities and programs

Promote parks, arts, and culture throughout the 
community

CELEBRATION OF THE PEOPLE AND 
PLACE THAT MAKE OXFORD UNIQUE
Objectives



58

YOUR FEEDBACK
Culture & Recreation

• There was agreement on needed investments 
in parks and recreation 

 » Updated Parks and Recreation Master Plan (R1-A1)

 » Expanded recreation programming (R1-A2)

 » Accessible playground equipment (R1-A3)

• Other priorities?



2 Next Steps
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WORKSHEETS

• If you haven’t already, feel 
free to send your completed 
worksheets or other thoughts 
to the project team

• Please send any feedback by 
August 19th Draft Recommendations Worksheet

Steering Committee Meeting #8

Draft Recommendations
This is a 
priority

Recommend 
a change

I have a 
question 

about this 

Why is this a priority? What is your 
recommended change? What is your question?

LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT
Goal: Smart Growth and Quality Places
L1 Ensure future development and redevelopment contributes to an 

aesthetic, character and quality that is uniquely Oxford.

L1-A1 Modernize the Oxford Zoning Code to include a hybrid of use-based and form-
based approaches to standards

L1-A2 Refine commercial zoning districts to better account for neighborhood retail/
mixed-use possibilities

L1-A3 Update the Zoning Code’s Mile Square Design Standards for residential 
development

L1-A4 Develop design guidelines for residential and commercial development

L1-A5 Allow for building height increases along targeted campus-adjacent corridors

L1-P1 Favor traditional neighborhood qualities over conventional, auto-oriented 
designs

L2 Preserve and enhance the character of the built and natural 
environment

L2-A1 Create a Mile Square Master Plan

L2-A2 Inventory and recognize historic and contributing structures along West 
Chestnut Street

L2-A3 Improve signage and landscaping at major entry points into Oxford to refresh the 
gateway experience

L2-P1 Ensure new developments include adequate green and open spaces

L2-P2 Encourage developers of adjoining sites to join open spaces together whenever 
possible and practical

L2-P3 Explore opportunities for expanded outdoor dining

Draft Recommendations Worksheet
Steering Committee Meeting #8

Instructions: 

Review the draft plan recommendations on 
the following pages.

If you view the recommendation as a priority, 
check the box in the ‘Priority’ column.

If you have a recommended change in the 
language of the recommendation, check the 
box in the ‘Change’ column. Then, describe 
your recommended change in the in the text 
box on the right-hand column.

If you have a question about the 
recommendation, check the box in the 
‘Question’ column and describe your question 
in the text box on the right-hand column.

By August 3rd, please email your completed 
PDF to Sarah Lilly at slilly@mkskstudios.com.

Draft Recommendations
This is a 
priority

Recommend 
a change

I have a question 
about this 

Comment/Question

LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT
Goal: Smart Growth and Quality Places
L1. Ensure future development and redevelopment 

contributes to an aesthetic, character and quality 
that is uniquely Oxford.

L1-A1 Modernize the Oxford Zoning Code to include a 
hybrid of use-based and form-based approaches 
to standards

L1-A2 Refine commercial zoning districts to better 
account for neighborhood retail/mixed-use 
possibilities

L1-A3 Update the Zoning Code’s Mile Square Design 
Standards for residential development

L1-A4 Develop design guidelines for residential and 
commercial development

Example:

Plan Framework:

1

2

3

4

5

2 3 4

This is critical feedback for the final 
Oxford Tomorrow Comprehensive 
Plan. We will review and discuss 
your questions and comments at our 
upcoming Steering Committee Meeting.

Goal: A broad, desired outcome for the community expressed in 
simple terms for each of the plan’s topic areas.

Objective (depicted as L1, R2, C1, etc.): A particular step that can 
be taken to help realize a goal. Objectives help to define what a 
particular goal means, providing a more refined sense of direction.

Policy (depicted as L1-P1, R2-P1, etc.): Helps to further refine a 
corresponding objective by taking a more specific stance.

Action (depicted as L1-A1, R2-A2, etc.): A concrete strategy to 
achieve a corresponding objective. Actions are specific, usually 
taking the form of a project or program. 

CONTACT INFO:
Zachary Moore
zmoore@cityofoxford.org

Sarah Lilly
slilly@mkskstudios.com
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NEXT STEPS

• Review feedback and make 
adjustments to recommendations

• Finalize future land use map

• Draft plan document

• TBD - Plan Open House



Thank you!
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
ANALYSIS 
January - March ‘22

PLAN 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
& STRATEGIES 
March - July ‘22

COMMUNITY & 
STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 
January - August ‘22

PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
July - September ‘22

PROJECT 
INTEGRATION 
December ‘21 - January ‘22



2 What We’ve Heard
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

289 
Online + Paper 

Survey Respondents

30
Steering  

Committee Members

13
Postcards  

Completed

35
Stakeholders 
Interviewed

49
Participants in the  
Online Activities

235
Public Input  

Session Attendees

650+
Community Members Engaged in the 

Oxford Tomorrow process to-date

56
Interactive Map 

Pins

62
Ideas Wall  
Comments
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THE VOICES WE HEARD
What is your age? (n = 231) How would you describe your race? (n = 241)

Do you identify as Hispanic or Latina/o? (n = 226)How would you describe your gender? (n = 230)

17%
25 - 34

22%
35 - 44
22%
35 - 44

19%
45 - 54

17%
55 - 64

14%
65 - 74

6%
75+

5%
18 - 24

59% - Woman

33% - Man

2% - Non-binary/gender non-conforming

6% - Prefer not to answer

83%
White/Caucasian

6%
Prefer not to answer

3%
Black/African American

4%
Other

3%
Asian/Asian 
American

1%
American 
Indian/Alaska 
Native

92%
No

2%
Yes

6%
Prefer not to answer
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THE VOICES WE HEARD
Please select all that describe you. (n = 363)

I a
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sid
ent o

f O
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I o
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 in
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xford

I w
ork

 in
 O
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I w
ork

 at M
iami U
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I a
m a re

nter in
 O
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I li
ve in

 a nearb
y to

wn or t
ownsh

ip

I v
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t O
xford
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wn a busin

ess 
in O
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I a
m a st

udent a
t M

iami U
niversi

ty
Oth

er

I w
ould lik

e to
 liv

e in
 

Oxford
, b

ut d
on’t t

oday

31%

16%

8%
6% 6% 4% 3% 3% 3% <1%

20%
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MU Institute of Food

OATS Trails

Oxford Seniors

El Burrito Loco

Uptown Restaurants
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WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE 
THINGS ABOUT OXFORD? 

67%
31%

27%

#1
Small town feel, engaged 
community and college 

town atmosphere

#2
Walkability 

& easy access 
to amenities

#3
Natural 

areas, parks 
& recreation

#4
Miami University 

campus & 
amenities

23% 21%

#5
OATS & 

hiking trails

#6
Events & 
festivals

#7
Uptown

20% 15%

(n = 363)
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Auto-oriented/
opportunity for 
redevelopment

Need for sidewalk

Need for sidewalk

Add lighting at fields

Tree replacement 
needed generally

Upgrade traffic signal

Increase housing capacity

More crosswalks

Protect historic 
buildings in Mile Square

Unsafe for pedestrians

Unsafe for pedestrians

More green space & recreation
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WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE 
OR IMPROVE ABOUT OXFORD?OR IMPROVE ABOUT OXFORD?

42%
28%

21%

#1
More housing options 

& affordability

#2
Economic 

diversity & 
sustainability

#3
More local 

restaurant options 
& food choices

#4
More 

recreation 
amenities

#5
Parking

#6
Access & 

connectivity

#7
Code 

enforcement, 
cleanliness

#8
OATS 

& bike 
facilities

19% 13% 13% 12% 12%

(n = 376)
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PLAN PRIORITIES

N
O

T 
A

T 
A
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 IM

P
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R
TA

N
T 

(1
)

EX
TR

EM
EL

Y
 IM

P
O

R
TA

N
T 

(6
)

4.4

4.4

4.3

4.1

4.5

4.5

4.0

4.0

Housing

Economic Development

Safety, Health, & Equity

City & Miami University Relations

Culture & Recreation

Climate & Sustainability

Transportation & Mobility

Utilities & Infrastructure

(n = 343)
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Bike lane connection to OAT

Potential low-income housing site

Expand TRI Center/senior housing

Create a vision for 27 South

Create a new vision for Chestnut St

Potential for low-impact 
development along greenway

Expand bus service

Replant/add trees

Would like service-
oriented businesses here
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#1 - More 
restaurant options 
& food choices

#2 - Housing 
affordability

#3 - More 
housing options

#4 - More retail 
businesses

#5 - Improved 
economic 
development 

#6 - More family 
friendly environment

WHAT IS MISSING IN OXFORD?

14%

13%

13%

12%

10%

9%

More amenities and 
programming that 
promote diverse cultures.

“ “
I wish Oxford could be more 
feasible and welcoming to 
small businesses.

“ “

I would love to see more 
activities for families with 

young kids, especially 
through the winter, like an 

indoor play space.

“

“
I hope the trail project 
can move forward and be 
completed! This will be an 
incredible improvement 
for our community.

“

“

(n = 352)



Focus on becoming a complete, multi-
generational community. 

Encourage more restaurant, 
shopping, and entertainment 
options.

Prioritize non-vehicular 
transportation access and 
connectivity.

Maintain a high quality of life through 
continued investment in parks, 
recreation, and cultural amenities.

Embrace ways to bring the 
community together.

Spur housing options that are 
affordable for people at all incomes 
and life stages.

Strengthen the local economy  
through economic development  
and diversification.

Foster a strong relationship between 
Miami University and the greater 
community. 
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MAJOR THEMES
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FUTURE LAND USE
Map Activity Results

City Boundary

Employment Center

Parks & Open Space

Traditional Neighborhood

Parks & Green Space

Streams & Ponds

Buildings

Roadways


